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Volume 10, No. 1

Extra Extra! Get your
Textbooks for Extra
Low Prices!
SBA Book Sale a Success
This program was quite successful in
achieving these goals. Many students
News Editor
flocked to both ends of this program, espe
Buying textbooks is a ritual for un cially during the weekend proceeding the
dergraduate, graduate, medical and law stu fall semester. According to the SBA Presi
dent many students
dents alike. Nor
were able to purchase
mally students are
casebooks for "$25
confronted with the
constant headache
that originally sold
According to the SBA
of what they per
for $69 at a book
President many students
store." Such dis
ceive to be high
counts have been met
were able to purchase
prices. A semester's
worth of books nor
with a positive recep
casebooks for "$25 that
mally costs some
tion by the student
originally sold for $69 at
where between $300
body and claims that
and $400, but not
this year's book sale
was a greater success
this year. "In re
then similar ventures
sponse to student
concerns regarding the high price of legal of the past. According to Emily Hargrove,
books and commercial outlines", SBA Presi the SBA Vice-President of the day program,
dent, Phil Tahtakran felt it was time to "res "I think [the book sale] has been a great
service to the students."
urrect" the SBA Booksale.
For the first week of the school year
The book sale, however, has not
students have had the opportunity to buy and been flawless. Several students have com
sell used textbooks for many different plained about the lack of notification of text
courses from first year introductory classes books they could purchase or sell back dur
to criminal procedure and evidence. Stu ing the book sale (by mid-week there was
dents also have the opportunity of purchas such a list on the SBA bulletin board). Stu
ing "hornbooks" and "nutshells" at dis dents also expressed concern over the lim
counted prices. The goal of this program ited hours of the sale and the lack of notifi
according to an e-mail to the entire student cation of the hours in which the sale would
body was "to maximize convenience and take place. "I only found out about it [the
savings to students by encouraging them to
buy their books from each other." A s ec
See BOOK SALE page 6
ondary goal was to help create more funds
for student organizations.
BY MA RK HERSHFIELD

Vaccine Injury Clinic
Helps End California
Family's Long Wait
BY BARBARA H O
The Smallcomb family knows just
how slowly the wheels of justice can turn.
More than ten years ago, Kurt and Kristine
Smallcomb, of Ukiah, California, sued the
United States Secretary of Health and Hu
man Services after their baby daughter suf
fered brain-damaging seizures as a result
of a vaccine she received when she was twoand-a-half months old. The vaccine, de
signed to guard against diptheria, pertussis
and tetanus, is routinely administered to
babies. But in their daughter, Kameron, the
vaccine caused her to suffer a rare adverse
reaction. Today, Kameron is 16-years-old
but has the mentality of a young child. Of
ten, she suffers seizures. Mild seizures pro
voke a brief temper tantrum. More serious
ones leave her without control of her blad
der. Kameron needs help performing simple
daily tasks, such as bathing, and doctors

predict she will never be able to live com
pletely on her own.
The Smallcombs sued under the Na
tional Child Vaccine Injury Act which pro
vides monetary compensation to families
whose children have died or suffered inju
ries as a direct result of specific vaccines.
Enacted by Congress in 1986, the Vaccine
Injury Compensation Program was hailed
as a model of tort reform and a promising
litigation alternative for plaintiffs. Under
this program, plaintiffs are entitled to re
ceive compensation from the United States
government if they prove their case to a spe
cial master in the United States Court of
Federal Claims, thereby escaping the bur
dens of complicated, and often expensive,
tort litigation.

See VACCINE CLINIC page 6

Electricity and Comfy
Chairs for All?
Renovation Report, Part II
BY PAUL MEISSNER

Staff Writer
In April, I wrote an article detailing
the impending tide of construction inLerner
Hall. I wrote about the soft-toned, fauxwood furniture, the cushy chairs, the laptop
plugs, and the "intelligent" podiums. By
the time you read this, you
should be sitting in such
chairs with your computer
plugged in softly humming
away. You would have no idea
of what happened and how the law
school became this way.
For those of us who were regulars on
campus during the summer, we saw our
battered law school turned inside out. The
worn out carpet that greeted law students,
visitors, and professors alike was covered
with a cardboard walkway. The place was
literally filled with over-heated and under
paid workers yelling at each other in vari
ous languages. The Hard Lounge — the
place that served as a makeshift study lounge
and as the unofficial lunchroom of GW Law
students — was torn apart. Neglected tables
and chairs cluttered the small room. The
remnants of a tray of goodies for the tired
workers lay on the floor obviously discarded.
The Soft Lounge was in a similar state with
discarded materials and leftover chairs for
the new classrooms. One lone student slept

in the lounge among the upside-down
chairs and dirt.
Disobeying the "Keep Out" signs,
I m arched up those same stairs that hun
dreds of lLs ascended each day
last year. Then, as I peered into
each room in Lerner Hall, I found
what was promised: plush chairs,
faux-wood paneling, laptop plugs,
large podiums, and elaborate
chalkboards/television displays.
The large podiums had vari
ous controls and a Dell moni
tor tucked inside. The halls
featured new carpeting to
match the decor. There
were the same lockers with new paint, but
some of them were removed to put in the
built-in trashcans and recycling bins.
Of course, none of this new stuff
will improve our abilities to learn nor will
it directly improve GW's stagnant
rankings in U.S. News and World Report.
It does not make our facilities as glamor
ous as the law library at American Uni
versity or the buildings at Georgetown.
But it does give us something we badly

See RENOVATION page 3

Where can I get a Beer
around here?
An Update on the GW bar scene
BY BRANDON MO SS

Staff Writer
Is there nightlife at The George Wash
ington University Law School? Depends
who you ask. Many 2L's and 3L's surveyed
found out there are places to go out at
night when they are not being bur
dened by studying and outlining.
But where are those places in
Washington that the undergradu
ates seem to have found but hap
less numbers of law students have
not?
For those who prefer the
outdoors, one area of inter
est
is
Washington
Harbour, conveniently lo
cated along the Potomac
on the way to Georgetown (if
you know the right shortcut). The outdoor
bars at Sequoia, Tony & Joe's, and River
side Grille can be pretty packed on Friday
and Saturday nights during the summer (re
member that just because school starts in
mid-August, it does not mean that the fall
season has begun). Racquel Russell, a 2L
from Florida, enjoys Tony & Joe's because

of its location and the number of young
people that attend.
Just up the street from Washington
Harbour, Georgetown boasts sev
eral bars that are sure to pique
the interests of any bar-hop
per. However, keep in mind
that a night on the town in
Georgetown can be pricey, ac
cording to 3L Brian Will
iams. For a low-key, ca
sual qtmosphere, one
place to try is Mr.
Smith's, located on M
Street. On Friday and
Saturday nights, the up
stairs boasts a live band,
while during several days of
the week, there is a piano player with an
ear open for requests. Wednesday and Sun
day nights at Mr. Smith's feature the beer
of the month (you can't go wrong for a
dollar), and the regular menu features a

See NIGHTLIFE page 6
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OPINION
We, the editors at Nota Bene, hate to
complain.. .but here it goes. While the recent and dra
matic changes at the law school are nice and quite long
overdue, we feel that they do not adequately address
the demands of GW law students. Once again, the
administration has paid attention to the larger picture
and forgotten about all the minor details.
While the new classrooms are lovely and very
comfortable, the administration has overlooked the fact
that students spend most of the time in either the soft
or hard lounges. Why spend so much time and money
dolling up the classrooms when all we really care about
are comfortable places where we can kick back, relax,
and shoot the breeze? Where are the new couches for
the soft lounge? The new table and chairs for the hard
lounge? Instead of spending so much money on new
white chalkboards, we would have been happy with a
couple of new TVs to watch while we eat our lunch.
Also, what's the deal with the new microphones
suspended from the ceiling? I mean, is the real
problem that professors cannot hear us, or is it that
we cannot hear the professors? Although we
appreciate the sparkling bathrooms on the third
floor, we cannot forget about the bathrooms on the
first floor that are always out of toilet paper and paper towels.
And instead of spending money providing for nice places to
stash our trash, we would just be happy if someone would
keep the microwaves clean. These are the real problems that
GW law students face. After all, GW law students are a
modest bunch and very easy to please.
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Is Everyone Else as Sick of
Chandra Levy as I am?
BY PAUL MEISSN ER

Throughout the whole summer, the same news anchors asking if anyone lias
Washington and much of the world outside anymore information. I was tired of seeing
the Beltway has been eagerly following the Levy's understandably distraught parents
tale of Miss Chandra Levy, the missing in yelling for the National Guard to help. I
tern. In late May, the former Bureau of was tired of having to entertain my family
Prisons intern mysteriously disappeared. and friends back home by having to dis
Some say she was abducted outside of her cuss this hyped-up tragedy over and over
DuPont Circle apartment. Others specu again.
With such a highly publicized story,
lated it was suicide or perhaps foul play.
people may assume
As the story unfolded,
Washington had one
we learned about her
mystery — Miss
secret affair with Con
With such a highly
Levy's disappear
gressman
Gary
publicized story, people
ance. The sad truth
Condit, a representa
is that there are
tive of a relatively con
may assume Washington
about
1,500 other
servative district in
had
one
mystery
—
Miss
unexplained
disap
central California.
pearances
in
Wash
Levy's disappearance.
Each time we
ington,
D.C.
Many
saw her professionally
The sad truth is that
of
them
were
not
photographed picture
there
are
about
1,500
white
interns
from
on television, we all
the upper-middle
asked ourselves the
other unexplained
class.
None of them
same questions. Why
disappearances
in
were
having
affairs
was she having an af
with
U.S.
congress
Washington,
D.
C.
Many
fair with a married
men. One can see
man? Is she dead?
of them were not white
how
the underprivi
Did Condit kill her?
interns from the upperleged and minorities
Was she pregnant? Or
would be disgruntled
is she just in hiding be
middle class. None of
as the media focuses
cause she is too embar
them were having affairs on this one story and
rassed about those
so readily discards
with U.S. congressmen.
other pictures of her as
the others.
a depressed college
As the media turns to other stories
student with what seems to be a bizarre drug
about violence in the Middle East, the re
habit?
Her parents sobbed and cried for the cent heat wave, and President Bush's fol
police to do more. As the public's true rep lies, we should look at what was left in the
resentative, the media demanded a full- aftermath of the Levy stoiy. Condit's ca
scale investigative effort. In response, the reer is ruined not because of the failure of
authorities turned Condit's Adams-Morgan some policy or some campaign finance
apartment upside down. They interviewed scandal but because many people think he
him several times. Using newly trained killed Miss Levy. They present no real
recruits, they combed Rock Creek Park. motive, no evidence, no arguments, but it
They entertained a visit from John Walsh does not matter. The only thing that truly
and America's Most Wanted. In search of matters is his infidelity, and that is incrimi
a body, they even traveled to an army base nating enough. We also know that Miss
in Richmond on a tip found on the Internet. Levy is most likely deceased, and we will
The only thing they did not do was dredge find a body by chance and not by effort.
We finally learn that Washington is not a
the area's rivers.
I q uickly became sick of the whole safe city regardless of who one is and where
thing. I became tired of seeing Condit one resides. Just by carefully choosing one's
making that same walk outside his home friends and by being smart, one can greatly
to that same car waiting for him. I was diminish the possibility of having this hap
tired of hearing about the same story and pen all over again.
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NEWS &OPINION
RENOVATION
FROM P AGE 1
needed. Each time many of us sat in a bro
ken chair in Lerner or bumped into a recy
cling bin, we mentally complained that
something should be done about it. Well,
the school has, and all students, interested
and apathetic alike, should admit that the
place looks pretty damn nice.

NIGHTLIFE
FROM PAGE 1
the town, there's the Peyote Cafe, which
has karaoke on Thursdays, Fridays, and
Saturdays. Without any cover, you can find
people singing the New Kids on the Block
or Billy Joel at Peyote Cafe. A night in
Adams Morgan is not complete without
scarfing down a slice of cheese pizza from
Pizza Mart at 2am. There is also a good
number of ethnic restaurants in Adams
Morgan, with cuisines ranging from Ethio
pian to Thai to Italian to Tex-Mex and be
yond.
Another part of DC worth checking
out is Dupont Circle, which according to
3L Gary Ma, is "yuppyish." Buffalo Bil
liards combines beer and billiards, and if
you're tired of playing pool then go next
door to the Front Page and its Thursday
night $1.50 beers. If you are in the mood
for cheap drinks, Thursday nights at the
Lucky Bar feature $ 1 Buds and Bud Lights.
Ma mentioned the good sushi that can be
found at Dragonfly.
There are other random parts of the
city and nearby areas to check out. For those
seeking a place with a crowd in its 20's,
Irish Times over by Union Station is sure
to please. Polly Esther's is a club with floors
solely dedicated to music from the 70's,
80's, and 90's (but this is not one of the
cheaper places to go to). Platinum, the
Madhatter, Sign of the Whale, and Rumors
are also places to check out. Molly Bupp, a
2L, also says not to forget Courthouse or
Old Town Alexandria, which both have
their own collection of bars and eateries.
And then, there was the backyard
called Foggy Bottom (and there is more than
the parties that are thrown by GW
undergrads in their apartments). GW stu
dents pack Tequila Grill on Saturday nights,
but this bar has a great happy hour, with
cheap eats and drinks. Located closest to
the law school, many students find their way
to the Red Lion. Pitchers are under $ 10 at
the Red Lion, and it specializes in over 20
different types of burgers. Russell recom
mends the Bar Review on Thursdays, which
picks good places to go.
There are TONS of things to do at
night if you are not interested in going to
bars or clubs. Dave & Buster's in Bethesda
(White Flint metrostop) has arcade games,
although you have to be 21 to enter. There
is a virtual boxing game, an electric chair,
and other video games. If you go with a
date, you can even try to win them a stuffed
animal or token prize. A little closer to cam
pus is ESPN Zone, which is similar to Dave
& Buster's sans the prizes, and it has
hockey, basketball, bowling, and video
games. Xando is a coffee house in Dupont,
Capitol Hill, and Old Town Alexandria with
comfortable couches, delicious coffees, and
sinores that you can roast at your table.
Finally, music fans can catch a concert at
the 9:30 Club, and moviegoers are able to
take advantage of their student discount at
the theaters in Union Station or Courthouse,
or the $3 movies at the Foundry in
Georgetown.

Greetings from the Career
Development Office
BY CAROLE MO NTGOMERY

CAREER COUNSELOR
To those returning students, welcome
back and we hope you had an interesting
and rejuvenating summer. To the new stu
dents, welcome to The George Washington
University Law School. The Career De
velopment Office (CDO) will be submit
ting articles over the next school year on
relevant topics such as: writing resumes and
cover letters, effective interviewing tech
niques, call-backs, writing samples, legal
market trends, uncovering the "hidden le
gal market," alternative career options,
networking, and many other subjects instru
mental in the legal job search. The CDO
would welcome any suggestions students
may have regarding areas in which they are
interested. Please contact Carole Mont
gomery at carole@cdo.nlc.gwu.edu or by
telephone at (202) 994-7340 with your sug| gestions.
There have been some new additions
and changes to the CDO this year, so I
thought it would be helpful to acquaint you
with our current staff, as well as give you
some biographical information. The CDO
Staff consists of:
Joan Strand
ioan@clinic.nlc.gwu.edu
J.D., George Washington University
Law School, Assistant Dean for Career De
velopment and Alumni Relations. Besides
her responsibilities with the Career Devel
opment Office and Office of Alumni Rela

tions, Dean Strand has taught in the field
of clinical legal education for more than 20
years. She is the Director of the Civil Liti
gation Clinic, and was President of the Dis
trict of Columbia Bar Association in 19992000.
Frederick E. Thrasher
thrasher@cdo.nlc.gwu.edu
J.D., The George Washington Univer
sity Law School, Director of the Career De
velopment Office. Fred comes to the CDO
this year from William and Mary School of
Law where he was the Assistant Dean for
Career Planning and Placement. Prior to
that, he was an Associate Director of the
Career Center at Brooklyn Law School. He
is a member of the Massachusetts and New
York Bar Associations.
Marianna Blagburn
marianna@cdo.nlc. gwu.edu
M.A., American University, Associ
ate Director. She is the LL.M. Career Ad
visor and is the Employer Outreach Coor
dinator. She is a member of the National
Association for Law Placement's Interna
tional Outreach Taskforce.
Jeanette Calli
ieanette@cdo.nlc.gwu.edu
M.S., Florida State University, Assis
tant Director. She is the CDO Webmaster
and Program Director. Previously, she was

the manager of a career center for
transitioning military clients with the Army
Career and Alumni Program, and a career
advisor at the Florida Slate University Ca
reer Services Office. She is a certified ca
reer coach, and is a member of the National
Association for Law Placement's Electronic
Communications Advisory Committee and
eAttorney's Research and Development
Board.
Amy Cammack
acammack@cdo.nlc. gwu.edu
M.A., University of Maryland, Career
Counselor. Prior to joining the CDO, she
served as Career Consultant for MBA stu
dents at the Robert H. Smith School of Busi
ness at the University of Maryland College
Park. She is the Minority Student Advisor
and the manager of the Corporate Law Em
ployment Program (CLEP).
Ray Hazen
rav@cdo.nlc.gwu.edu. LL.B., Duke
University, Career Counselor. Prior to join
ing the CDO, he served as the Associate
Dean for Student Affairs and the Director
of Student Counseling at American Univer
sity, and has been a law school administra
tor since 1977. He is the Evening Student
Advisor and also counsels alumni. He is
an inactive member of the Pennsylvania and
Washington State Bar Associations.
James Lovelace

DIVERSIONS
Labor Day is coming up, and we have some
suggestions for a way to waste that extra day of
your weekend. How about a movie? Check out the
Nota Bene staff's movie picks:
In Theatres
The Score
^American Pie 2
Momento

On Video

"

Reservoir Dogs
Heat
The Usual Suspects
When Harry met Sally
Braveheart
American Pie
Tombstone
Clerks
Swingers
Any 6iven Sunday

Take a break from the mounting
stress and catch a flick!

iames@cdo.nlc.gwu.edu
J.D., University of Texas School of
Law, Career Counselor.
From 1990 to 1999, he was a litiga
tion associate and counsel at a major law
firm, and is a member of the District of Co
lumbia and Texas Bar Associations. He is
the Public Interest Liaison.
Carole Montgomery
carole@cdo.nlc.gwu.edu
J.D., University of Tulsa College of
Law, Career Counselor. She was a practic
ing attorney for 16 years in the private sec
tor, government and in-house. She is the
editor of the Noteworthy, the Women's Bar
Association liaison, and is on the National
Association for Law Placement's Small and
Medium Employers Committee. She is a
member of the Virginia and Oklahoma Bar
Associations.
Amy Caster
amv@cdo. nlc.gwu.edu
Recruitment Manager. She organizes
and administers all CDO Interviewing Pro
grams.
Liza Ramirez
liza@cdo.nlc.gwu.edu
Recruiting Assistant. She assists the
Recruitment Manager with all CDO Inter
viewing Programs.
Kahina Ghafoor
kahina@cdo.nlc.gwu.edu
Resource Librarian. Her experience
includes 5 years as an administrator, 20
years as an administrative assistant, 11
years as a conflict resolution/diversity
trainer, and 10 years as a customer service
representative.
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...and Tuition
Climbs Higher
So what have you done with your tax Law School is not the only law school to
rebate check? Well, for those of you who increase its tuition. Nor are we the only
received one (those who were claimed as school at George Washington who has seen
dependents did not receive one at all, nor a hike in tuition. But when is an increase
lower income Americans, nor legal immi too much? For cash-strapped law students,
grants), I am sure I know where it went. every dollar added to the tuition bill means
several dollars added to their
Of course, for those fresh out of col- ,
0 • • • •
***••»
debt down the road. Is
lege there are the usual
# ••
#
*"
• • all this fair? Who is
suspects like alco#•
#
• to blame? None of
hoi, concerts,
#
•#these questions
• have easy an
swers.
For
your check
years
the
tu
went. Food,
ition
at
this
your child's \
B Y M A R K H E R S HF I E L D
.*
and other simineeds, car in•,
9
,
•
lar institutions
surance, health
•
*
has
increased,
insurance, that is
but
has
the
quality of
not where the money
a
legal
education
followed
went either. The check
probably went towards paying the
The American public (not to mention
tuition increase in this semester's bill, and
television commercials) appears to be en
for most people it didn't cover the bill.
So what exactly does the $500 plus amored with the concept of a tax cut. A tax
semester increase go towards? Anybody ... cut will solve all. It means more money in
I am sure it goes towards making the law our pockets and a healthier economy. Not
school less crowded (nope!). Did it go to only did some taxpayers (myself included)
fix up the library (nope!), to subsidize free not get a tax cut but; to make matters worse
printing for all (nope!), free alcohol real expenses have increased at the same
(maybe?), cheaper textbooks (nope!) orfree
lap-top computers (not this year)? So where
did all the money go?
See TUITION page 5
The George Washington University

FROM INSIDE
•HERSHFIELD'S HEAD;

20 Questions

Bill& Ted's
Excellent Advice
Dear Bill & Ted,I ama first-year law
student and I have had the same girlfriend
for the past three years. She goes to the
University of Texas and I miss her a lot,
but there is this new girl that I have met at
G W who I amkind of interested in... what
should I do?
1L
Ted: Well 1L this is an easy ques
tion to answer ... first we have to start by
looking at two factors. (1) How hot is your
girlfriend, I me an is she is as hot as Missy
mom or is she some ugly little girl and (2)
has she given it up yet? Like have you
been getting it on a regular basis? The
general rule is that if your girlfriend is
more then "90 miles away, you are free to
play." In your case this means you have a
major license to ill, considering your girl
is practically in another country. I mean
you aren't married to this girl, so you don't
owe her a damn thing. Even if you were
though you could just pretend you were
Bill Clinton or something. If it makes you
feel any better, when your girlfriend comes
to this area, I will take her off your hands
for you (If she's hot, that is...). Besides,
your girlfriend is probably the partying
type so she's probably cheating on you as
you read this response. Also, if you go to
law school, you're probably lamer then Na
poleon and you probably think reading
cases is "Cool." Get a life man, the fact

that you even have to ask for advice shows
that you are a loser and if by some amazing
twist of fate some girl likes you go for it, you
loser!
Bill: Well, I guess I take a little differ
ent tack on it than Ted. Then again, he has
no morals and the length of his average re
lationship is two weeks, so I'm not surprised.
Real men don't cheat on their girlfriends.
All that means, of course, is that you just
need to break up with your girlfriend first.
Seriously, you need to talk with her and find
out if the two of you are really willing to put
in the necessary effort in order to keep a long
distance relationship going while in law
school. As I'm sure you've heard already,
law school is murder on relationships, and
its even worse if the relationship in question
is long distance. You may not want the stress
of a long distance relationship (and let me
tell you from personal experience, stress is
an understatement) when you're already
under the added stress of law school. And if
you were thinking about taking Ted's advice,
think about this: How much stress would
you have trying to juggle two relationships
at the same time? Choose one, and don't
look back.
Bill & Ted would be glad to put our
two cents in on the problems facing aspir
ing lawyers. Drop us a line by dropping a
letter to Bill & Ted in the Nota Bene box in
thoiRcabcdt OdSceH^artyiodOUttesl would

Aiigulia. Wade
Opinion Editor

1. Doesn't 3L just roll of your tongue?
2. How many people did not know school started on the
th
20 until the 19th?
3. Who finally got a top locker this year?
4. Do you all think you can keep the microwaves clean
this year?
5. Have you seen the new classrooms? OOOHHH!
AAAHHH!
6. Before anyone asks me, let me ask you: "How was your
summer?"
7. Law school dorms?
8.1s Au Bon Pain having a back to school special?
9. Who was it that asked me if they could get their re
fund check before classes start?
10.
Aren't you tired of reruns?
11.
What's up with the R. Kelly/Ron Isley/Mr. Big
soap opera?
12.
Who gained weight over the summer?
13.
Why isn't the pass/fail option offered after you
see your final grade?
14.
How many of you will be 4Ls next year, but you
are not in t he evening program?
15.
Who has holds on their records or accounts?
16.
Who is taking university credits just so you will
be a full time student?
17.
When I graduate, can I get my own "J udge Wade
Show?"
18.
Law and Order, Law Order: Special Victims Unit,
Law and Order: Criminal Intent, Law and Order: Legally In
sane?
19.
Where is Chandra Levy?
20.
Don't you wish I would be consistent and do 20
quesitons in every issue?

Crossword 101
" Long Island Sounds "
ACROSS
1 Irish fuel
5 Kind of race
10 Colombian Town
14 Like some excuses
15 Run away
16 Fruit chemical
17 China locale
18 Long Island sound
20 Bottom line
21 Hammer end
22 Squeals
23 Long for
25 Moneyisiang
27 Valley or dance lead In
29 Disturbs the peace
33 Useful
34 Senate workers
35 TVs McBeal
36 Buddies
37 Bakery order
38 Pull
39 Precedes em
40 More uncommon
41 Side to side measure
42 Some urban sights
44 Joints
45 Iowa city
46 _ Spector, US. Senator
48 Small amount
51 Chicago star Joel
52 Mongrel
55 Long Island sound
58 Skirl style
59 Soothing plant
60 Pierre's hat
61 Pertaining to the ear
62 Repair
63 Flmmaker Frank
64 Computer measure
DOWN
1 Prepare an outline
2 Comfort
3 Long Island sound
4 Bag or biscuit lead in
5 Send for help

8 Ms. DeGeneres
7 Madman
8 IRS ma
9 Affirmative
10 Per , each
11 Actor Ladd
12 Harmless prank
13 Galls
19 Cols
21 Peel
24 Morays
25 Aged beer
26 Prophetic sign
27 Calcutta moo<a
26 Prodigious pasta
producer
29 Levels
30 Long Island sound
31 Fll with high spirits
32 Loud exhales
34 Reads carefully
37 Challenge
36 Eat out

By CFR Associates E-Mail: EDOt32@aol.com
Mail: GFR, P.O. Bos 461, Schenectady, NY 12301

By Ed Canty

40 Juliet's hero
41 Like this crossword puzzieiabbr.
43 Dismissed
46 RHe provider
47 Lariat
48 London streetcar
49 Unemployed actor's
quest
50 Shakespeare's soon
51 High-energy snack
53 Army group
54 Houston university
56 Peacock network
57 New Zealand parrot
58 Crime syndicate
Quotable Quota
• The politician who never
made a mistake never
made a decision."
. . . J o h n M a j o rs
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time. Whether it's gas for your car, food
in your fridge, or the electricity bill, Ameri
cans are spending more on basic goods. The
tuition increase is a reflection of the
changed priorities in American society. It
is just another sign of society that over val
ues a tax-break to "all Americans" at the
expense of a cheaper education and other
valuable services. So cherish your check
from the IRS, but be wary that more ex
penses and tuition increases are to follow.

Where to go on the Web
As law students, we are expected not just to know things, but also to know how to
find the things we don't know. In that spirit, each issue I will introduce you to
three web sites that I've found useful, unique, or just plain amusing.
Thomas, the Library of Congress's Legislative Information Website
http://thomas.loc.gov
The U.S. Postal Service's ZIP Code Finder
http://www.usps.com/ncsc/lookups/lookup zip+4.html
The Martindale-Hubbell Lawyer Locator
http://www.martindale.com/locator/home.html
If you've found a website to be particularly h elpful or funny, share it
with the rest of us by e-mailing me at Athompson@law.awu.edu.

JUDICIAL CLERKSHIP
INFORMATION MEETING
DEAN MICHAEL YOUNG
& FACULTY PANEL
INCLUDING
PROFESSORS BRAUNEIS, CLARK, LETTOW,
MAGGS, MOLOT, SMITH & SUTER

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER
11 AT 4 PM IN THE
MOOT COURT ROOM
RECEPTION IN THE GREAT ROOM AT 5:30 PM
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BOOK SALE
VACCINE CLINIC
FROM PAGE 1

FROM PAGE 1

sale] yesterday ... if I had known about it earlier I w ould
But for the Smallcombs, who initially filed their case in court.
have participated in it, said Harriet Adams, a 2ni year law
petition for compensation themselves in 1990, the prom
On February 27, in a day-long back and forth ADR student. According to Hargrove, "The people wanted more
ise of the Vaccine Act had gone unfulfilled. ..until now.
session, the Clinic team hammered out the details of the hours, but we had no idea the book sale would be this
This spring, a special master is set to approve a settlement
tentative settlement with Chief Special Master Gary successful." There were also scheduling difficulties for
reached by the Department of Justice, which is adminis
Golkiewicz and DOJ attorney Glenn MacLeod at the Of those students operating the sale due to the hectic nature
trator of the Vaccine Program, and The George Washing
fice of Special Masters in the National Press Club Build of the first week of classes.
ton University Vaccine Injury Legal Clinic, which later
ing in the District of Columbia. Special Master Golkiewicz
This entire effort was spearheaded by Lauren
stepped in to represent the family and help them win com
met with each side together and privately in an effort to Pachman (3L-Day), Co-Director of Student Services. Sev
pensation from the government. "The
reach a settlement that satisfied both eral other students dedicated their time to ensuring that
[Clinic team] worked really hard for a
parties. A key point of contention this program was available to students. According to
long time." said Kristine Smallcomb.
For Kameron's parents,
between the two sides was DOJ's re Pachman, "[the book sale] has been a success and it will
"There is so much relief that it is fi
quirement
that any settlement be grow." She proceeded to express hope for the continua
the stakes were high—a
nally coming to an end," she said.
predicated on a reversionary trust, tion of the book sale in upcoming semesters and she cau
Richard Kulick and your re
compensation award
in which the government acts as a tioned a quick and hasty evaluation of the sale. "This was
porter, both second-year-law students,
trustee over the settlement funds. the first round of trying it out and seeing what works and
from
the
government
worked as student attorneys for the
The Clinic team instinctively balked what doesn't." According to SBA leaders, over 100 books
would ensure that their
Smallcombs. Professor Peter Meyers
at this proposal. A series of confer were sold. With this kind of success, they say the book
of the Vaccine Injury Clinic supervised
daughter would be
ence calls with the Smallcombs con sale will take place again in the spring semester, and it
their efforts.
firmed
their instincts — after more may become a continuous program from semester to se
financially cared for
Meyers and the students ne
than 10 years of litigation, the mester.
gotiated the Smallcombs' settlement in
long after their deaths.
Smallcombs wanted full control of
an alternative dispute resolution arena
their
settlement money. In the end,
Failure to obtain that
in February with DOJ attorneys and the
the Clinic team prevailed and
money would leave
chief special master from the Court of
reached a tentative settlement with
Federal Claims. The major issue was
out the strictures of a reversionary
Kameron's future care
determining exactly how much money
trust. The terms of the tentative
uncertain.
the Smallcombs would need to care for
Rene Lindsey
settlement are confidential but the
Kameron for the rest of her life. Derene@,cdo.
nlc. ewu.edu
Smallcombs and the Clinic team
spite the damaging effects of the vaccine, medical experts
Executive
Aide.
She posts all jobs onto the on-line
believe the provisions of the settlement will ensure that all
predict it will not shorten her life expectancy.
eAttorney
database.
of Kameron's needs will be taken care of for the rest of her
For Kameron's parents, the stakes were high—a com
life. "Kameron is going to be able to do the things that we
pensation award from the government would ensure that
Kimberly Hawkins
couldn't necessarily do for her," said Kristine Smallcomb.
their daughter would be financially cared for long after
khawkins@cdo.nlc.
ewu.edu
In the months leading up to the ADR, Meyers and
their deaths. Failure to obtain that money would leave
Office
Manager.
She
performs administrative du
the students were confronted with a number of legal is
Kameron's future care uncertain. Depending on the se sues. They wrestled with the intricacies of a California ties for the entire office. Prior to joining the CDO, she
verity of a petitioner's injuries, life care settlements under law that provides federal and state funds to care for its managed office operations at Household Finance, and is
the Vaccine Program can run into millions of dollars. In disabled and determined if, and how, it applied to the pursuing her computer science degree.
cases of a petitioner's death, families are entitled to a stan Smallcombs' case. They also studied case law relating to
dard $250,000 award. DOJ attorneys are viewed as guard the Vaccine Program on issues of appropriate compensa
Professional staff are members of the National Asso
ians of the program's funds and zealously seek to ensure
tion and applicable growth rates. To bolster their proposed ciation for Law Placement, the Washington Area Legal
that the government does not overpay compensation settlement figures, the Clinic team enlisted the help of a Recruitment Administrators Association, and the Metro
claims. Here, the twin challenges for the Clinic team were
life-care expert who specializes in creating life-care plans politan Area Career Life Planning Network. They are also
to get the best financial package for their client and ob for people with disabilities. Chip Clarke, president of qualified in the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator and/or the
tain agreement from DOJ attorneys. If that failed, Meyers Fairfax-based Assistive Technology Works, Inc., designed Strong Interest Inventory.
and the students were prepared to litigate the Smallcombs'
a detailed life-care plan for Kameron, outlining what her
present needs are and predicting what her future needs will
Now that you know a little more about us, we en
be based on her medical needs. Clarke's life-care plan was courage you to come and see us, and make use of our many
essential in determining the Smallcombs' compensation services and resources. We look forward to working with
award. He also played a key role in the Clinic team's suc all students to assist you in planning and executing your
cessful efforts to reach a tentative settlement by briefing job searches.
Meyers and the students on the byzantine world of medical
co-payments and prescription drug costs.
The Clinic team faced practical issues as well. Meyers
and the students sifted through insurance policies to find
out how much money the Smallcombs could rely on from
insurance providers. The Clinic team talked with homebuilding experts to determine the costs of modifying the
Smallcombs' existing home to suit Kameron's lifestyle.
Most importantly, the students worked directly with the
Smallcombs, helping them navigate through an unfamil
iar judicial system and providing emotional support
throughout the long, and sometimes frustrating, process.
The Clinic team now awaits court approval of the
final settlement offer which is expected shortly. After more
than a decade of waiting, the Smallcombs are expected to
receive their first settlement check this summer.
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Advice from 2Ls:What the First Year is Really Like
BY EDWARDO GOMEZ

Features Editor
Hello lLs and welcome to law school. As I'm sure
you've already heard, law school is a dream for many
and a horrific experience for others. I tend to fall in the
middle, so I feel that I'm best qualified to give you a handson, down-to-earth, real, no B.S. review of your first year
here and what you can expect afterwards.
I'm sure that many of you have heard the clas
sic, "Oh don't worry honey, first year is always the tough
est and you're so smart and beautiful and wonderful, you
have absolutely nothing to worry about. I love you." Well,
start worrying. For those of you, like me, who have never
really had to work very hard to excel and figure that the
same technique will work here, keep the law school se
lection admission methods in mind: Everyone here is at
least as good as you are, and at the same time, you're
probably just as good as everyone else. If you were any
better, you'd have gone to a higher ranked school like
Michigan or Georgetown. If you were any worse, you
wouldn't have made it here. Remember that you're com
peting against several hundred people just like you. Many
of them have parents, aunts, and uncles who are attor
neys, and have given them tons of advice about what you
are all about to go through. I don't mean to scare you
(well, maybe I do), but as soon as your first year is over,
you'll realize how important it really is and by that time,
some of your classmates (very few) will be making $2000/
week and you'll be working for free somewhere sending
e-mails all day and filing paperwork (Actually, that's what
the people making $2000 a week do, too).
Many aspects of your life will change, so I've
decided that the best way to break it down will be to dis
cuss what you can expect from your social life and your
sex life and then give practical advice to the men and
women of the class of 2004. Some of this advice may be
offensive and most of it may not apply just to you, but
much of it will apply in one way or another.
Your social life: You're in law school. If you
haven't already noticed, you have lots of stuff to read and
not so much time to read it. Additionally, the stuff you
read is boring as hell and you'll have to remember how
many Chicken McNuggets tire murder suspect was eat
ing before he was apprehended. For some of you, this
might feel like a glorified version of undergrad. Well,

BY MARK HERSHFIELD

News Editor
Hello lLs and welcome to law school. As I'm sure
you've probably heard that law school is a nightmare. The
stories of over-zealous students and piles and piles of read
ing assignments are fresh in your mind. If you have sur
vived the first week of law school (which you all have),
you should acknowledge that those stories are nothing
more then myths.
I w as a first year just like you last year and in the
words of Elton John, I'm still standing. No, Chicken Little,
the sky has not fallen and I s till have many of the same
friends I h ad in college. I have no white hairs on the top
of my head and I am more relaxed now than I have been
in a long time. All of the stories you have heard about law
school are nothing more then B.S. If you have gotten into
this school you probably know a thing or two and you
have probably worked (at least somewhat) hard to get to
this point in life. Law school is no different from
undergrad. There's some reading and a final at the end of
the year. Sure Finals are stressful , but we aren't there
yet. Relax and enjoy what for most of you is the most
freedom that you have ever had.
My honorable colleague believes that your life will
go through some magical transition in law school. I am
here to tell you that he isn't giving you the whole story. I
must warn you that this may be a little offensive and many
2nd and 3rd year students might tell you not to listen to a
word I am saying, but, hey, you're already listening. They
can find something else to read.
Your social life: You're in law school. Sure there
is reading to do, but there really isn't that much else to do.
Twenty pages a night hardly seems like something that
will destroy your social life. Just keep up with the assign
ments and go to class for God's sake! We all pay tons and
tons of money to attend this school, the least you can do is

it's not. There's less to do, there are less attractive people
(see below), there's less free time, there's less sex, drugs,
alcohol (although most here were never really into all that
stuff), and there's more... .crap. There's really no other word
to describe everything you'll have going on in your
head....just crap.
You will also notice that, unless you're from New
York or some other East Coast metropolis, food and espe
cially drinks will cost significantly more than what you're
used to. Get used to an empty wallet and frequent trips to
the ATM. DC is an expensive place to live. Which, of course,
will add to the crap running through your head.
Advice for men: for those of you who don't drink
beer, there's an elementary school about 3 blocks away where
you can go play marbles if you wish, but for the rest of you,
get ready to drink more. Those of you who tend to drink
liquor will soon realize that D.C. has good beer and that you
will soon have no other choice than to drink some. And for
those of you who like going to clubs...two words: you're
screwed. The club scene in D.C. is horrific. Some might
tell you otherwise, but those people have never been to real
clubs and even if they tried to, they wouldn't be let in.
Advice for women: most of you probably don't like
beer very much. You'll start liking it more. For those healthconscious women (bless your dear hearts), this might mean
having to go to the gym more, but you won't have much
time for that. Why? Because you're in law school. You see
the dilemma? It's a long-winded circle of destruction that
begins with the words, "I'm in law school." But you should
make an effort to go out. Most of the time, there are more
men than women at the local bars, so this might be an incen
tive. Also, women get treated like queens when they go out
in big groups so try to get yourself into one of those if you
can.

Advice for men. most of you might not have
gotten some since the summer (ifyou're lucky). Desper
ate and bumpy roads lie ahead my brothers. You see
those pretty girls in your section? They're fun to look at
right? Well, looking is all you'll be able to do for a
while... the majority of them have boyfriends back home;
and pretty serious ones too. But take solace in the proven
fact that 85-90% of all those women with boyfriends back
home will soon break up. Law school is the bane of all
healthy relationships. You will have your chance, but
you must prepare now, my children.
Advice for women: for those of you with seri
ous boyfriends back home, I s trongly suggest, from the
bottom of my heart, that you break up with him now
before you both have to face the long, tortuous decay of
your once loving relationship. Numerous studies have
been published confirming the sad fact that a long dis
tance relationship in law school causes a horrible form
of facial cancer. Joking aside, law school is a tremen
dous stress and late at night, when you're tired of deci
phering the Uniform Commercial Code for six hours,
the last thing you will want to do is put up with a boy
friend who's mad at you for deciphering the Uniform
Commercial Code for six hours. Additionally, you will
become so enmeshed in law school that all you will be
talking about is the material and your boyfriend will have
no understanding or interest in what you have to say.
For those of you who are single, get ready to stay single
for a long time. And to all women, stay away from the
3Ls. They are predatory and vicious.

I hope this column was of some assistance to
some of you. If you were offended, I feel sorry for you.
You will be offended many times over while you're here
so it's about time you start getting used to it. This col
Your sex life: I'd leave this space blank if I could umn may seem a little pessimistic, but it's not all bad.
because that would give you the best indication of what to Hopefully, you will meet friends who you'll work with
expect. Law school turns you into a deprived, famished and and spend many, many years with. One tends to bond
twitching little prune who would want nothing more than with others who are in similar, oppressive environments,
some sexual contact with someone....anyone after the first so many of these people may eventually bring their kids
two months. Think I'm exaggerating? Ha, ha, laugh it up over for your son or daughter's seventh birthday in the
buddy! Seriously though, law school saps what little sexual not-so-distant future. You are grown-ups now, the party's
vitality you might have had while in college and uses it winding down, and the days of hanging out with your
against you by putting you in the same section with attrac fraternity or sorority and having guilt-free sex are pretty
tive members of the opposite sex.... ALL of which have part much over. Once you've realized that, you can say those
ners at home. Ah, the irony of Lerner Hall.
four beautiful words, "I'm in law school." Welcome.

go to class. If you go to class you will understand every
thing. So when you are done with the pittance of reading
you have to do, it's time to get down and party.
Advice for men: There are tons of women in the DC
area and lots of places where you can meet women. Here in
DC we have tons of bars (some with drink specials) and
many clubs to choose from. If you like to just relax and kick
it, you can always throw a party at your place. I will be
there!!! I will bring over a couple of fortyz and some peepz
who do not go to law school and we will have a party. Sure
there are many women who are stuck up in this area, but if
you have a car go up to Baltimore and you can hang out with
a more laid-back crowd. In any case, there is definitely some
thing to do, and believe me, when I tell you, you will have
time to do it.
Advice for women: There is a plenty of time to hit the
gym, so if you want to look your best, you got plenty of time
to do it. In DC, there are tons of opportunities for attractive
women to get free drinks, so don't worry about the money
issue. If you don't like to drink beer, there are plenty of
other drinks to try. Also, if you like to go out and see histori
cal stuff there is plenty around you. You can have a good
time in law school, you can also make friends that may last
'you the rest of your life. Relax; there are indeed enough
hours in the day to get things done.
Your sex life: Just cause Eddie hasn't gotten any,
doesn't mean that you won't get any. There is plenty of sex
to be had, it all depends on your personality, how you look
and who you meet. There is plenty of time to have a rela
tionship with someone in law school or (if you are like me)
with someone who doesn't go to law school (or hates it).
For the single people among us there are plenty of fish in tire
sea, so get your fishing rod and relax. Sure there are more
single people at colleges, but there are some single people at
this law school and there are also plenty of GW undergradu
ates right down the street.
Advice for men: First of all, do not hit on married

women. Look at the girl's ring finger before asking her
out. Failure to comply with this advice could result in
serious bodily harm. Many women are already in rela
tionships, but many of those relationships will end, even
though many long distance relationships do last (a higher
percentage then in college). For the young first years
(and the sketchy older ones) there are plenty of GW un
dergraduates to prey upon. Trust me on this one, go to
the Marvin Center: you will not be disappointed (espe
cially near the summer time). The bottom line is that if
you don't restrict yourself to only female law students,
you will realize that there are many women in this area.
Advice for women: Why should you breakup with
your boyfriend (other then the fact that there are guys
like me out there)? There is no need to end your rela
tionship with the person you cherish. Just "it back and
relax and you will realize that things can wo c out. Sure
you will start talking like a lawyer, but if the guy likes
you, it will work out. Patience, is a virtue, and don=t get
all paranoid, because people (especially your boyfriend)
hate that. Yes, be weary of the 3Ls, but there are some
decent guys at this law school. Sure many want to use
you as a trophy, but the nice guy is not quite extinct yet.
After, spending a couple hours at this law school, there
is nothing better then escaping in a conversation with
your significant other. Don't let anyone tell you that
this is a pipedream.
I hope this column was of some assistance to some
of you. Law school isn't that bad. Sure you may have
homicidal urges towards some of your classmates, but it
lessens over time. Sure some people might be rude and
obnoxious, but there are many like that in the real world
Relax and have a good time. When you become a 2L
you will realize just how easy law school is. Once you
get through all the B.S. and self-imposed pressure you
will realize that you have a lot of free time and that there
are many things you can do. Welcome.
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Amanda Isn't sure where to begin her research.

Mfestlaw.
Find it fest Get it right.
Relax. • It's easy to get a legal research project off the ground with Westlaw9. • Gain a quick, comprehensive
overview of your issue. • Find on-point cases to support your analysis and conclusions. • Best of all,search
with electronic speed, ease and precision—from the comfort of your own desktop. • Next time you face the
challenge of starting a new legal research project begin on Westlaw: your high-tech alternative to high anxiety.
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